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FOREWORD

As a second-generation fan of The Beatles, I only had the opportu-
nity to join the Beatles’ fan clubs long after the group had broken
up. I often wondered what it was like to be in a fan club when the
albums The Beatles released were new or when the band was tour-
ing the United States. When I read Pat’s first book, Do You Want to
Know a Secret?_1 got a glimpse of that exciting time in the 1960s
when Beatlemania ran rampant, and girls got their information on
John, Paul, George, and Ringo through fan club newsletters and
letters from pen pals. After I read her book, I got the idea to research
the history of The Beatles fan clubs in North America. I told Pat
about my idea about writing a book on the topic, and she told me I
was crazy! Crazy or not, Pat has been a great supporter of my fan
club book.

While researching, I quickly discovered some information about
The Official George Harrison Fan Club. Not only was it the only
independent club to be sanctioned by one of The Beatles, it also was
the longest running fan club about The Beatles. Pat was the pres-
ident for over seven years. Other chapters disbanded or changed
leadership, but Pat made it though the changes in the Beatles’ mu-
sic, fashion and wives as well as a major dispute with the Official
Beatles Fan Club in New York.

The Official George Harrison Fan Club became the gold standard
every other fan club chapter strived to be like. Fans that wanted
to start their own club chapters were told to read the George club
newsletter, The Harrison Herald, to see what a club newsletter
should look like. Pat’s club was held at such a high esteem that it
did not just attract fans of George. Girls that were devoted to John,
Paul or Ringo all joined her club because of Pat’s reputation. The
Harrison Herald had the latest Beatles news from New York and
London, information about George and his wife, Pattie, a column
written by a member that lived in London and often saw George
in person, a column written by George’s mother, Louise where she
answered club members’ questions, the opportunity to help sponsor
a needy child plus the chance to purchase the best candid Beatles
snapshots of the boys. Other chapter tried, but they did not have the
organization, information or ideas that Pat had.
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Unfortunately, Pat’s story of her club does not have a happy ending.
The circumstances about why the club ended have been a secret
for almost 50 years. It has been a difficult journey at times for Pat,
but she is ready to let you in on what she has discovered about the
secret.

This book will give readers of all ages the chance to travel back in
time to when the Beatles were the newest, hottest band in the world.
A time when a fan club president could go to George Harrison’s
home in England and chat with him in his doorway while he gen-
erously signed any paper handed to him. Do you want to know a
secret? You are going to enjoy this journey and wish you could sign
up to join The Official George Harrison Fan Club today. But that is
a secret you can keep to yourself. I promise not to tell.

Sara Schmidt

Author of Dear Beatle People: The Story of the North American
Beatles Fan Clubs and creator of Meet the Beatles ... For Real web-
site.
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